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Agency helps refugees State 


face American surprises 
Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley assists SUrpris by vote rs 


providing English classes, food, household goods, gas money, bus passes 
tax bill 


With a House vote looming, just 
30 percent support measure — 
with predictable partisan splits 


By Casey Tolan HOW WILL IT 
ctolan@bayareanewsgroup.com AFFECT ME? 


With Republicans on Capitol What effect 
Hill poised to approve a mas- would the tax 
sive tax bill as soon as Tuesday, bill have on 
most Californians say President you and your 
Trump’s Christmas giftto Amer- family? The 
ica is a present they’d rather re- following say 
turn than unwrap. the effect will 

More than half of California be positive. 
voters, 51 percent, oppose the tax 
bill, and just 30 percent support 
it, a poll released Monday found. Democrats statewide 


PHOTOS BY KARL MONDON — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER Most believe only corporations 
Chyn Gyz, left, and Bakynai Begaliva, refugees from Kyrgyzstan, sit with their 17-month-old daughter, Liana, during an and the super rich will benefit 
English class at the Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley in Los Gatos. — not them. Republicans statewide 


But opinions are sharply di- 
vided along partisan lines, with 


By Tatiana Sanchez THE WISH BOOK SERIES 67 percent of Democrats oppos- _ MllBay Areavoters 
; ; ing the bill and 60 percent of Re- 
tsanchez@bayareanewsgroup.com The Wish Book is an annual : Bey 
eee ; publicans supporting it. It could 
g project of the Mercury News SR Allvoters statewide 
When Murtaza Arian and that invites readers to help become a defining issue for Cal- 
his wife, Husna, came to the their neighbors. ifornia members of Congress in  MORENUMBERS, PAGE A6 
U.S. in May from Afghanistan, next year’s hotly contested mid- |. ———————— 
they were overwhelmed by all WISH term elections. Online extra: 
the unknowns. Donations will help Jewish “Democrats are tending to be- Follow the 
“We didn’t know anything,” Family Services of Silicon lieve what the Democratic lead- tax bill vote at 
said Murtaza Arian, 25, who Valley purchase needed items ership are saying,” said Mark Di- = www.mercury 
had worked in Afghanistan like food, gas, bus passes, Camillo, the director of the poll, news.com 
as a translator for the U.S. household goods, clothes and “and Republicans are believing 
Murtaza Arian, 25, who worked as translator Armed Forces. He and his wife school supplies for 150-175 TAX » PAGE6 
in Afghanistan for the U.S. military, visits the had arrived in the U.S. under very low-income refugees, 
Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley. Special Immigrant Visas or and offer case-management 
“SIVs,” granted to people who services and coaching to help 
worked with the military as them become self-sufficient. 
“When I came here Ihad no translators or interpreters in Goal: $20,000 
car, nothing. They helped sale Sees been HOW TO GIVE 
k . After settling in San Jose, ae 
us with transportation, i the couple got a helping hand Donaic al ea e 
food, finding a job. My wife from Jewish Family Services mercurynews.com or clip 
? f Sili Valley. Si the coupon on Page A6. 
started from zero but now iapa i e anae Fae 
F the nonprofit has resettled ref- 
she can speak English a ugees in the Bay Area as part Online extra: a 
little bit.” of its Refugee Self-Sufficiency Read other Wish Book CHIP SOMODEVILLA — GETTY IMAGES 
— Murtaza Arian, who is a maintenance worker Services program, which as- stories, view photos and Democratic Rep. Richard Neal, of Massachusetts, 
at the Los Altos Golf and Country Club sists up to 200 refugees an- video at HTTP://WISHBOOK. left, waits Monday with GOP Congressman Kevin 
WISH » PAGE 6 MERCURY NEWS.COM: Brady, of Texas, before testifying on the tax bill. 
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Study: Diet. drugs. | Derailment kills 3, inj dozen 
‘hrai i » INJUres dozens 
rain games dont 
prev ent dementia Amtrak train making its first run on faster new route hurtles off tracks over highway 
p By Rachel La Corte, Gillian 
By Lisa M. Krieger Flaccus and Michael Sisak 
lkrieger@bayareanewsgroup.com Associated Press 
A major new study offers discouraging news DUPONT, WASH. » An Amtrak 
about dementia: Nothing is yet proven to pre- train making the first-ever run 
vent cognitive decline late in life. along a faster new route hurtled 
Despite marketing off an overpass south of Seattle 
MORE INSIDE claims for “brain di- on Monday and spilled some of 
What scientists ets,” “brain games” and its cars onto the highway below, 
found about various Other interventions, a killing at least three people, in- 
methods of fighting thorough analysis of juring more than 100 and crush- 
dementia. PAGE A3 all published research ing two vehicles, authorities said. 
shows that diet, drugs, Seventy-seven passengers 
cognitive training, exercise, vitamins or sup- and seven crew members were 
plements do not prevent Alzheimer’s disease aboard when the train derailed 
or related types of dementia in people older and pulled 13 cars off the tracks. 
than 85. Authorities said there were three 
“There’s no magic bullet,” said Dr. Mary But- confirmed deaths and more than 
ler, co-director of the Minnesota Evidence- a dozen people with critical or : 
based Practice Center, which conducted the serious injuries. STEPHEN BRASHEAR — GETTY IMAGES 
DEMENTIA » PAGE 3 TRAIN» PAGE6 Rescuers work at the scene of a derailment in DuPont, Washington, that left at least 3 dead. 
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